
Start from the main car park in the village. Walk across the 
road to reach Main Street. Look at the right and you will notice 
the village institute built in 1897 where the villagers still get 
together for meetings and social events.

Carry on along Main Street and look at the different date 
stones on the houses - the earliest is from 1633.  After 50 
metres, you will reach Heysham Heritage Centre on the right. 
The Heritage Centre was formerly the barn for the adjoining 
17th century farmhouse. Go in to learn all about the fascinating 
history of this small Lancashire village (see the opening times 
on reverse).

Walk along Main Street until you reach The Royal Hotel 
seen on the left. There has been a building here since the 
early 1500’s when it was used as the village corn store.  
Granny Hutchinson lived in the cottage next door to the pub 
in the early 1900s, which is now called Nettle Cottage. She 
was one of many local people who made and sold 
Heysham’s famous Nettle Beer - a non-alcoholic drink with 
a distinctive flavour!

Keep going along Main Street past the cottages on the right 
with the date stone BRI 1721 to reach St Patrick’s Well, set 
into the wall on the left. This was one of several wells that 
supplied the old village with water.  The water from St 
Patrick’s Well, also known as Church Well was notoriously 
‘brackish’!  Quick Question - Did you spot Duffy’s hayrack 
nearby? Who was Duffy?

Just beyond the Well, turn left onto the drive which leads 
towards the Parish Church and the headland.

On the left is St Peter’s Church Hall, formerly the stables, 
which serves delicious refreshments during the summer 
months.  Nearby stood the 19th century Rectory which was 
demolished in the 1950s and replaced by the present 
building located behind the Church Hall.

Turn right through the gate into St Peter’s churchyard. Take 
the left pathway and you will see the base of a late 8th 
century Anglian stone cross. A little further along on the 
right is a stone pillar, used as the base for a sundial and 
dated 1696, also thought to have been the shaft of an 
Anglican cross re-shaped by 17th century Puritans.

Continue along the path to the porch of St Peter’s Church. 
The church contains many important artefacts including the 
world-famous 'Hog Back Stone' (Viking grave stone).  
St Peter’s is one of the oldest churches in Lancashire. It was 
first recorded in 1080 but it is believed that there was a 
church here about 300 years earlier. St Peter’s has been 
progressively altered over the centuries and a booklet 
about its history is available inside the Church.

Walk round to the left of the porch, following the west wall.  
The blocked arched doorway in the wall dates from the 10th 
century. Did you notice a similar stone doorway in the south 
west corner of the graveyard? This was removed from the 
church when a new north aisle was added in 1864 by the 
Rev. John Royds. Have you read the plaque on its wall?

Return to the path and follow it around to the north side of the 
church. This rear porch which projects from the north aisle 
incorporates several 17th centrury and 18th century date 
stones from houses in the village.  

Can you find the grave which is close by of the unfortunate 
Sarah Hannah Jones, one of the wives of James Jones, which 
bears the inscription “Poet, Philosopher, Failure”.

Turn right along the path, heading back towards the church 
gate and turn left through the opening in the wall to what 
looks like a secret garden known as the Glebe Garden. The 
word ‘glebe’ means ‘land belonging to the church’.     
This tranquil garden has been restored by local volunteers. 
Among the many plants in the garden you can find the rosa 
gallica officinalis – the Red Rose of Lancaster.

Return to the path and leave the churchyard by the main 
gate. Turn right and walk up towards the top of the pathway 
through an archway overlooking the sea.  Follow the path 
keeping the sea to your left, you will see two ancient stones 
to the right.  Look ahead and you will see the ancient ruins 
of St Patrick’s Chapel and the rock-hewn Viking graves, 
thought to date back to the 8th century.  This is a time to 
take in the breath-taking views of Morecambe Bay and 
beyond,

When you are ready,  walk back down to the main gate and 
turn left into Main Street down the hill to the Old Rectory, 
also known as Greese Cottage.  This building was used by 
the Rector until a new Rectory was built in the 19th century 
near the present Church Hall. The name Greese is thought 
to be derived from the Latin word for steps.

Carry on past the Old Rectory and down to the shore.  Until 
the early 1900’s people supplemented their income from 
farming by collecting mussels from the rock outcrops in the 
Bay. These are known locally by the Norse word ‘skears’ 
and can be clearly seen at low tide.  Horses and carts came 
onto the shore at Lade End to take the mussels to 
Morecambe, from where they were transported by rail to 
the industrial towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire.

Walk back up Lade End to Main Street, turn left on to Bailey 
Lane, walk about 20 metres and turn left onto the footpath 
marked Whinnysty Lane. The coastal path links Heysham 
with its near neighbour Morecambe.  On a clear day you 
can see the Lakeland fells and mountains across 
Morecambe Bay.

Take the path which rises gently uphill.  After about 100 
metres, turn right along the footpath which runs inland, 
where the path emerges at the road junction, turn right 
along Knowlys Road and walk 50 metres to the gate in the 
wall on the right. Immediately opposite the gate is a house 
named ‘Turner’s View’. In 1816 the artist Joseph Turner 
stopped briefly somewhere near this spot. He made 4 
pencil sketches one of which was later used for his famous 
water colour, “Heysham and Cumberland Mountains”.

Continue downhill  along Knowlys Road until you reach the 
cross roads with Bailey Lane and St Mary’s Road.  A village 
water pump stood in the middle of the junction until the 
1930’s when It was removed after it was damaged by a 
motor car, and resited opposite. Have you found it?

Walk straight across the junction to Bailey Lane, and follow 
the road around to the left. The building on the left is Carr 
Garth, which was probably built in the 17th century.  It has  
been used as a private boarding school, a nursing home for 
officers in the First World War, and as a holiday home for 
clergy and their families.

After a short distance, turn right into the cul-de-sac onto 
the signposted footpath known locally as The Stye. Walk up 
the steps and back to Main Street. The name ‘Stye’ comes 
from the Old English word for a ‘narrow or steep path’. 
Nearby Whinnysty Lane has the same origins.

Turn left onto Main Street to return to the car park. The 
house opposite  near the car park was formerly a beer 
house known as The Kings Arms. The gable end also clearly 
shows the roof line beams of the Old Smithy, which stood 
on the site before the beer house was demolished in 1965.
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HEYSHAM - EXPLORE
ITS HISTORIC HEART
The epitome of an English village, Heysham 
(pronounced Hee-sham) dates back to 
Anglo-Saxon times and is one of the most 
important early Christian sites in Lancashire. The 
ruins of St Patrick’s chapel stand on a rocky crag 
overlooking the bay and date back to the 8th 
century. Legend has it that it marks the spot 
where St Patrick landed after being shipwrecked 
making the crossing from Ireland. It is believed he 
established an earlier chapel here as a mark of 
gratitude for being saved. Next to it are 8 rock 
hewn graves dating from a similar period which in 
more recent times featured on the cover of a 
Black Sabbath album. Close by is an ancient burial 
ground where 85 sets of bones were found. This 
whole area is now owned by the National Trust.

St Peter’s Church was also established by the 
late 8th century possibly to serve a monastic 
community and has been progressively altered 
since the 12th century, but some stonework from 
the Anglo-Saxon building survives. 

Historically the people of Heysham made their 
living from farming and supplemented it by 
fishing. By the end of the 19th Century Heysham’s 
fish and shellfish were in high demand and the 
daily catch was packed off to the industrial towns 
of Lancashire and Yorkshire by rail. 

Even JMW Turner stopped off in Heysham during 
his sketching trip through the north of England in 
1816, immortalising the village in his watercolour 
“Heysham and Cumberland Mountains.”    

This circular walk around the historic heart of the 
village starts and finishes at the main car park 
and is about 2km (3/4 mile) in length over mainly 
paved surfaces and takes about one hour.

FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT HEYSHAM
Heysham Head - Smartphone app 
Download the interactive walk from your app 
store. Produced by the National Trust and 
Morecambe Bay Partnership, this smartphone 
app leads you on a fascinating journey into 
Heysham’s mysterious past with tales of 
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, saints and pirates.

Heysham Heritage Centre 
Pop into this 17th century Long House (cottage 
and barn) which houses a small but interesting 
collection and displays around Heysham’s past. 
The Centre is open Wednesday to Sunday 11am 
to 4pm throughout the summer and weekends 
11am to 4pm during winter. Admission is FREE

OTHER WALKS & TOURS
There’s a lot to do around Morecambe Bay, 
whether it’s exploring the Bay’s towns and villages, 
discovering cultural heritage or experiencing the 
Bay’s natural habitats and wildlife.

Hidden Heysham Guided Walks
Embark on a guided walking tour in search of lost tea 
gardens, rock-cut carvings and puppet superstars. 
Discover those hidden gems and fascinating 
legends of Heysham. (Various dates in the summer).

Morecambe Cross Bay Walks
Join in a guided walk across the sands with the 
official ‘Queens Guide’ Cedric Robinson. This will be 
a unique and exhilarating experience to take in the 
sights and experiences of the wild open bay of 
Morecambe. (Various dates May - Sept.)

MORECAMBE BAY
EXPLORE NATURE’S AMPHITHEATRE

01524 582808

Start from the main car park in the village. Walk across the 
road to reach Main Street. Look at the right and you will notice 
the village institute built in 1897 where the villagers still get 
together for meetings and social events.

Carry on along Main Street and look at the different date 
stones on the houses - the earliest is from 1633.  After 50 
metres, you will reach Heysham Heritage Centre on the right. 
The Heritage Centre was formerly the barn for the adjoining 
17th century farmhouse. Go in to learn all about the fascinating 
history of this small Lancashire village (see the opening times 
on reverse).

Walk along Main Street until you reach The Royal Hotel 
seen on the left. There has been a building here since the 
early 1500’s when it was used as the village corn store.  
Granny Hutchinson lived in the cottage next door to the pub 
in the early 1900s, which is now called Nettle Cottage. She 
was one of many local people who made and sold 
Heysham’s famous Nettle Beer - a non-alcoholic drink with 
a distinctive flavour!

Keep going along Main Street past the cottages on the right 
with the date stone BRI 1721 to reach St Patrick’s Well, set 
into the wall on the left. This was one of several wells that 
supplied the old village with water.  The water from St 
Patrick’s Well, also known as Church Well was notoriously 
‘brackish’!  Quick Question - Did you spot Duffy’s hayrack 
nearby? Who was Duffy?

Just beyond the Well, turn left onto the drive which leads 
towards the Parish Church and the headland.

On the left is St Peter’s Church Hall, formerly the stables, 
which serves delicious refreshments during the summer 
months.  Nearby stood the 19th century Rectory which was 
demolished in the 1950s and replaced by the present 
building located behind the Church Hall.

Turn right through the gate into St Peter’s churchyard. Take 
the left pathway and you will see the base of a late 8th 
century Anglian stone cross. A little further along on the 
right is a stone pillar, used as the base for a sundial and 
dated 1696, also thought to have been the shaft of an 
Anglican cross re-shaped by 17th century Puritans.

Continue along the path to the porch of St Peter’s Church. 
The church contains many important artefacts including the 
world-famous 'Hog Back Stone' (Viking grave stone).  
St Peter’s is one of the oldest churches in Lancashire. It was 
first recorded in 1080 but it is believed that there was a 
church here about 300 years earlier. St Peter’s has been 
progressively altered over the centuries and a booklet 
about its history is available inside the Church.

Walk round to the left of the porch, following the west wall.  
The blocked arched doorway in the wall dates from the 10th 
century. Did you notice a similar stone doorway in the south 
west corner of the graveyard? This was removed from the 
church when a new north aisle was added in 1864 by the 
Rev. John Royds. Have you read the plaque on its wall?

Return to the path and follow it around to the north side of the 
church. This rear porch which projects from the north aisle 
incorporates several 17th centrury and 18th century date 
stones from houses in the village.  

Can you find the grave which is close by of the unfortunate 
Sarah Hannah Jones, one of the wives of James Jones, which 
bears the inscription “Poet, Philosopher, Failure”.

Turn right along the path, heading back towards the church 
gate and turn left through the opening in the wall to what 
looks like a secret garden known as the Glebe Garden. The 
word ‘glebe’ means ‘land belonging to the church’.     
This tranquil garden has been restored by local volunteers. 
Among the many plants in the garden you can find the rosa 
gallica officinalis – the Red Rose of Lancaster.

Return to the path and leave the churchyard by the main 
gate. Turn right and walk up towards the top of the pathway 
through an archway overlooking the sea.  Follow the path 
keeping the sea to your left, you will see two ancient stones 
to the right.  Look ahead and you will see the ancient ruins 
of St Patrick’s Chapel and the rock-hewn Viking graves, 
thought to date back to the 8th century.  This is a time to 
take in the breath-taking views of Morecambe Bay and 
beyond,

When you are ready,  walk back down to the main gate and 
turn left into Main Street down the hill to the Old Rectory, 
also known as Greese Cottage.  This building was used by 
the Rector until a new Rectory was built in the 19th century 
near the present Church Hall. The name Greese is thought 
to be derived from the Latin word for steps.

Carry on past the Old Rectory and down to the shore.  Until 
the early 1900’s people supplemented their income from 
farming by collecting mussels from the rock outcrops in the 
Bay. These are known locally by the Norse word ‘skears’ 
and can be clearly seen at low tide.  Horses and carts came 
onto the shore at Lade End to take the mussels to 
Morecambe, from where they were transported by rail to 
the industrial towns of Lancashire and Yorkshire.

Walk back up Lade End to Main Street, turn left on to Bailey 
Lane, walk about 20 metres and turn left onto the footpath 
marked Whinnysty Lane. The coastal path links Heysham 
with its near neighbour Morecambe.  On a clear day you 
can see the Lakeland fells and mountains across 
Morecambe Bay.

Take the path which rises gently uphill.  After about 100 
metres, turn right along the footpath which runs inland, 
where the path emerges at the road junction, turn right 
along Knowlys Road and walk 50 metres to the gate in the 
wall on the right. Immediately opposite the gate is a house 
named ‘Turner’s View’. In 1816 the artist Joseph Turner 
stopped briefly somewhere near this spot. He made 4 
pencil sketches one of which was later used for his famous 
water colour, “Heysham and Cumberland Mountains”.

Continue downhill  along Knowlys Road until you reach the 
cross roads with Bailey Lane and St Mary’s Road.  A village 
water pump stood in the middle of the junction until the 
1930’s when It was removed after it was damaged by a 
motor car, and resited opposite. Have you found it?

Walk straight across the junction to Bailey Lane, and follow 
the road around to the left. The building on the left is Carr 
Garth, which was probably built in the 17th century.  It has  
been used as a private boarding school, a nursing home for 
officers in the First World War, and as a holiday home for 
clergy and their families.

After a short distance, turn right into the cul-de-sac onto 
the signposted footpath known locally as The Stye. Walk up 
the steps and back to Main Street. The name ‘Stye’ comes 
from the Old English word for a ‘narrow or steep path’. 
Nearby Whinnysty Lane has the same origins.

Turn left onto Main Street to return to the car park. The 
house opposite  near the car park was formerly a beer 
house known as The Kings Arms. The gable end also clearly 
shows the roof line beams of the Old Smithy, which stood 
on the site before the beer house was demolished in 1965.
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